Autonomous Shipping – from autonomy
to sustainability
Marco Molica Colella, Senior Innovation Consultant at CiaoTech (PNO Group) looks at the
autonomous shipping industry and the journey it will take to improve its sustainability
Autonomy has been in the R&D
roadmaps for over a decade, and it is
getting serious. Contrary to commonplaces, it is not a goal by itself, but it
can have a terrific impact on the
shipping sector’s sustainability, safety,
and environmental targets. As a
matter of fact, recent and famous
projects like Yara Birkeland and ASKO
show that environmental targets have
driven investments into autonomous
shipping vessels by cargo owners.
For sure, the technology behind
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through

expert-driven analysis and creating
over 300 cutting-edge R&D projects –
changing the world for the better. We
identify where technologies and
business

are

heading,

analysing

relevant trends, highlighting the focus
of innovation leaders and anticipating
changes.

Figure 2 – Maps of relevant financed R&D projects in EU (left) ; Map of top-relevance patents in
EU (right) – Source: AUTOSHIP
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